08/ 10/2006 18:42 FAX 202 824 3001 BANNER'S tflTCOFF (g) 001/013 

RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



IN THE- UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re (he Application of: 

Niro Naknniichi ct oi. 
Serial No.: 08/760" 706 
Fi led : December 5 , 1 9% 

For; Disk Playback Device 

Letter 

Office Patent Legal Administration 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Applicants forward n copy of the Petition to Accept Maintenance Fee Unavoidable Delay 
(I I pages - 4 page petition, 4 page supplemental facts. 2 page statement of Janet Herring, I cover 
sheet, and 1 fax confirmation form) as filed today in the parent of the above-idenliticd 
application. 

Respectfully submitted. 
BANNER <& WITCOFF, LTD. 

Dated: August 10, 2006 

101 G Street N.W. 
Washington, P_C 20001-4597 
Tel; (202) 824-3000 
Kax: (202)824-3001 




Atty. Docket No.: 004076.73577 

Croup An Unit: 2652 
Examiner: Cao I 6 2Q0f$ 



Confirmation No. : *>it30 . . ^ . twm ^_ ™^|y^ 



The undersigned certifies this paper of 1 2, pages is 
bcirm laxcil to 571 273 8300 on August TO. 2006 

Q2. CtC n — 1 - 

ChristophcTR. Clcmbocki 
Reg. No. 38.800 




Reg. No. 38.800 



Page 1 of 1 
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BANNER & PITCOFF 



(2)002/002 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



AUG 1 0 2006 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the Application of: 

Niro Nakiimichi cl al. 
Serial No.; OS/760,706 
Filed: Decembers, 1096 

For: Disk Playback Device 



Atty. Docket No.: 004076.73577 

Group Art Unit: 2652 

Examiner: Cao 

Confirmation No.: J830 



Response to Order to Show Cause 



Office Patent Legal Administration 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Applicants hereby respond to the Order to Show Cause of July 1 1 , 2006. regarding the 
expiration of U.S. Patent No. 5,123,001. 

Applicants are Ming herewith a Petition to Acecpt Late Payment of the Maintenance Fee 
as Unavoidably Delayed and accompanying statements. The maintenance fee was not timely 
paid due to unavoidable circumstances. 

Applicants request this Reissue application be kept alive until the s-atus of U.S. Patent 
No. 5.123,001 has been resolved. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 



Dated: August 10,2006 



101 G Street, N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20001-4597 
Tel: (202) 824-3000 
Fax: (202)824-3001 



By: 




stopher R. Glemboclii 
Reg. No. 38,800 



Page I of 1 
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8ANNER & VITCOFF 



12)001/002 



PTCVGCV97 (OG-03) 
Appfovod tor iw ihraoh 04/3V30O3 Own 0051 OOOt 
U.S.Pauymond7radem^Wico;U.&. >EPARTMENT OT 
Ureter tng Papfrwor* Kwluc&nn Ad oJ 1WS. r«j i»*r.vmr. aw igojwHtl tn mzjXovS to a ttgadion ctf information urinub t rxxtf.iins a v.-iUrt QMQx^nftrt runnfim. 



Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.3 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office 




on August 10, 2006 
Date 




Signature 
Christopher R. Glembocki 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission or this 
certificate must identify each submitted paper 



U.S. Serial No. 08/760,706 - Response to Order to Show Cause - 1 page 



rhis cotocnon of information j& roquiroa by 37 CFR 1 .0. Tho informs lion in «ogu*od to obtain or reimn n benom by tho pi totfc which is to (do (and by tho 
USPTO to pioocsn) nn appucttloa ConlkfcmUflBty fci govornvd by 35 U S.C 127 ond 07 CFR 1.1 a. This collection is o;:tmmod lo lata 1.8 minulos, to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and oubmnting mn comploiod appscitioft farm lo tho USPTO. Tlmo will vary ieponding upon tho ind*vWuul 
ctiso Any comnvnis on iho amouro of timo you roquiro lo compwrn titir. lorm nnd/or suggoanons (or foduaoQ inn; burd»*», should to sonl lo |ho Crunl 
WofftHiUon Officer. US. Patent and Trad □ mart Office, U.S. Ocpnnment ol Commerce. P.O. Oax 1450. Alowirtd'Ut. VA 23513- 1450. DO MOT SEND 

f Kfl Oft complftfo fokms f o this address. SEwa TO: Commissioner for patents, P.O. Box I45ti, Alexandria, va 22315- 
1450. 

if you need assistance in completing tne form, call 1 -BO0-PT&9199 and select c ptlon 2. 
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vo/ iv/ivvo to. J£ rAfl cue Q t «* JUVl dnnritn Or flilCUM- lg) U 0 j 





xxtxxtxtxxxxxxxxxxxxx 




*tx TX REPORT txx 




xxxxxxxttxxxxxttxttxt PPPPIUCn 




CcNTHAL FAX CENTER 


TRANSMISSION OK 


AUG 1 U 2006 


TX/RX NO 


2273 


RECIPIENT ADDRESS 


O34O0O3993Stf33338#157127383OOI? 


OESTINAT I0H 10 




ST. TIME 


08/10 18:30 


TIHE USE 


02'37 


PAGES SENT 


11 


RESULT 


OK 



App/Cw«<I lev unji IfBUMjh OMP Q&M «OC3» 

US. f'atpm and Tmormuix Olhro; U O. DEPAH TMfc'NT or COMMfinO" 
Uivlrt pip ESuNy*— h HncMenon Ad nl U*%. «o jhwupo* m«. rccuJtwl nrr<«ml »> ft cm^FPon nl twtunmrtton wNeas ii cntwifcr; rt vale) QMP rurtiol nuffrty»f 



Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office 

on August ip. 2006 . 



Date 




C hristopher R, Gtembockl 

Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this 
certificate must identify each submitted paper. 



U.S. Serial No. 07/572,050 - Now USP 5,123 r 001 Petition to Accept Late 

Payment of Maintenance Fee - Unavoidable * 4 pages 
U.S. Serial No. 07/572,050 - Now USP 5,123,001 Petition with Facts - 4 pages 
U.S. Serial No. 07/572,050 • Now USP 5, 123,001 Statement of Janet Herring - 
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BANNER & WITCOFF 



©003/013 



PTO/SO/97 (05*03) 
Appiovud for use irw ouyft 04/30/7000- OMO OC51 -003 1 
U.S. Pntont and Trademark Oltlco; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
UntfoMho Paporwof K n«iutticn Act oJ 10H5. no pftmooo nn* ram«n?d 'cnpond to ft cottocPw of Irttormtttton unfrss It wiutms a yattd OMB control numbo*, 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL RlX CENTER 



Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 



AUG 1 



J20G6 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Off ice 



on August 10. 2006 
Date 




Signature 
Christopher R. Glembocki 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this 
certificate must identify each submitted paper. 



U.S. Serial No. 07/572,050 - Now USP 5,123,001 Petition to Accept Late 

Payment of Maintenance Fee - Unavoidable - 4 pages 
U.S. Serial No. 07/572,050 - Now USP 5,123,001 Petition with Facts - 4 pages 
U.S. Serial No. 07/572,050 - Now USP 5,123,001 Statement of Janet Herring - 



TWc concwtion of Information 13 roqgirtfd by 37 CFR t.0. Tho tnformation is roquirod lo obtHln or rai;Hn n bonom by (ho public which Is to fBo (and by tho 
USPTO to pracG*s) on RppHowon. Coftfidonlialily ia {jovomod t>y 05 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFH 1.U, This coBedton is oslimatod to (ako I .8 minutes to 
comptolo, including gathering, propfiring. and submitting tho comptotod appliwirion lorm to tho v*SPT0. Time will vary depending upon the indivldwi 
CflW>. Any comments on tha amount Of timo you require to complete Ihls form find/or sufjnosltons for redwing litis bunion, should bo to I ho Chlof 
InformAlionOflicDf, U.S. Patent and Tmdomarlt Ofttco, US. Department of Commerce. P.O. Bo* 1450. AteAondrta, VA 22313-MSO. OO NOT SEND 

fees oh coMPtf5Tf:t> FOAMS to this address, send TO: Commissioner for patents, P.O. Box laso, Alexandria, va 22313- 

1450, 

tf you neea assistance In completing tfte form, ca// i-boo-pto-919$ and select option 2. 
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BANNER & UITC0FF 



TDK AUG 



p rcvse/66 (ioo2) 

Apptovod for uso tnrounn 1/2002. OMO 005 1 -00 10 
U.S. Patent and Tntdomork Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF C0fta£B£E 
Under the Poporwortt Reduction Act ol 1995, no porxre aip flpqurod to respond to a coHactlon of tnlommitoo untftsa n dlspfnVB ft vjtftO OMB 



PETITION TO ACCEPT UNAVOIDABLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF 
MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(b)) 



'•ate 



Docket Number (Optional) 
004076.00001 



Mail to: Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner (or Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Arlington, VA 22313-1450 
Fax: (703) 308*6916 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CEMER 

AUG 1 0 2005 



NOTE: l( information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Petitions Informatiofl 
{703)305-9282.: 



Potent No, 5.123,001 



Application Number ft7/g79 ngn 



AUG 



Issue Date Juno 16. 1392 



Flllno. Date Autmst 23. 199Q 



RECEIVED 



1 6 2006 



CAUTION: M3tntononco fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the potent number (or 
reissue potent number. II a reissue) and (2) the application number of the actual U.S. application 
(or reissue application) leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the foe(s) is/are associated with 
the correct patent. 37 CFR 1.366(c) and (d). 



«to<if petitions 



Also comploto the following information, ff applicable 

The above-identified patent: 

O is a reissue of original Patent No. . original Issue date ; 

original application number , 

original fifing date . 

□ resulted from the entry into tho U.S. under 35 U.S.C. 371 of international 
application filed on . 



CERTIFICATE: OF MAILING (37 CFR 1 .8(a)) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) h being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown bolow with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to Mail Slop Petition, Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- 1 450. 



08/15/2006 IK LLBI 



01 FC81S53 
02FC81557 



OOOOOlttrja&K 5123001 



Signature 



3800.00' BA 
700.00 DA 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



[Paoo 1 of 4) 

This cofloctlonof inlormaOon is roquftod by 37 CFR l.xxx. Tlw information is required to obtain Of rntoin n bono At by the pubBC which te to Ma (and by 
tho USPTO to process) an application. ConfldomtaUty tfi povomod by 35 U.S.C. \7Z find 37 CFR 1.14. this collection la e&tirooted to take ioc minutes to 
complete, ' ncjucb nti aemodng. pfopnrir*o. and cut/milling the completed application form to tho USPTO- Ttmo will vary do ponding upon tho Individual 
caso. Any comments on tho amount of timo you roqutio to comptolo thta form and/or ouggosVons tor reducing thfo burden, should bo sent to the Chief 
Information Ofltcor, U.S. Patow nnd Trademark QJ*CO. US. Department ot Comm&reo, P.O. Box 14G0, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
PCES OR COMPLETED KORMS TO THIS AO0RESS. SEND TO: Mall Stop Petition, Commissioner tor Potonls, P.O. 8ox 1450, Atoxondrlo, VA 
2231 >1 450. 

If you nof)d asxtita/KQ In completing this form, attl i*€00~PTO-9199 ( J •900-788-9 \99) and ncloci option 2. 
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PTO/SB/GS<1fr02) 
AppfovoO lor uso through 12/31/2002. OMB 0651-0016 
Patent nnd Trndomctrk OHlCtt: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Unoot try? Pwputwrk Reducttoh Act o« i 095, no poicons are roqJrod to respond to n oonocOon ot wtamvmion untoso U Qigpiftya nydPd OMB control dumber. 

1. SMALL ENTITY 

□ Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. Soo 37 CFR 1 .27. 

2. LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS 

□ Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27(g). 

3. MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1 20(o)-{g)) 

The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition, unless it was paid earlier. 





NOT Smell Entity 








Smalt Entity 




Amount Fee 


(Code) 




Amount 


Fee (Code) 


□ 


$ 3 1/2 yr lee 


(1551) 


□ 


$ 


3 1/2 yr fee (2551) 


□ 


$ : 7 1/2 yr fee 


(1552) 


□ 


$ 


7 1/2 yr fee (2552) 


IS 


$3,800 11 1/2yrfoo 


(1553) 


□ 


$ 


11 1/2 yr lee (2553) 



4. SURCHARGE 



MAINTENANCE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ 3,809 



The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1 .20(f)(1) of $7Q2 (Fee Codo 1558) must be paid as a condition of 
accepting unavoidably delayed payment ol the maintenance fee. 

SURCHARGE BEING SUBMITTED $700 

5. MANNER OF PAYMENT 

O Enclosed is a check for the sum of $ _ 

E9 Please charge Deposit Account No JjLQZSS th© sum of $ 4 r sqQ . A duplicate copy of this 

authorization is attached. 
□ Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

6. AUTHORIZATION TO CHAFKSE ANY FEE DEFICIENCY 

0 The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any maintenance fee, surcharge or petition fee 
deficiency to Deposit Account No. 19-Q733. A duplicate copy of this authorization is attached. 



[Page 2 of 4J 
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BANNER & 1SITC0FF 



(2)006/013 



PTCVSB/55 (10-02) 
Approvod (or uso IhfOU&h 1 2/31/5002. OMB OS51 -0010 
Patent and Trodornnrk Qftfco; U.& DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Unctor Up Puporwrt Reduction Act o| 1995, no persons uro rpqiirod to wspond to a conoqion of infommoon irtoso fldispfftys a vofid OMBoontrof nunbor. 



7. OVERPAYMENT 

As lo any overpayment made please 

E3 Credit to Deposit Account No. 19-0733 . 
□ Send refund chock. 



OR 



WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card Information should not 
be Included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 

8. SHOWING 

The enclosed statement will show that tho delay in timety payment of the maintenance fee was unavoidable 
since reasonable caro was taken to ensure that the maintenance fee woutd be paid timely and that this petition 
is being filed promptly attar the patentee wa9 notified of, or otherwise became aware of. the expiration of the 
patent. The statement must enumerate the steps taken to ensure timely payment ot the maintenance fee, the 
date and the manner In which tho patentee became aware of the expiration of the patent, and the steps taken 
to file the petition promptly. 

9. PETITION ER(S) REQUESTS THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE 
ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT REINSTATED. 



Date 
( 202 ) 824 3000 




Signature^) of Petitioners) 
Christopher R. Glembockl 



Telephone Number 



Typed or printed oome(s) 

Banner & W&cotf, LTD., 1001 G $t. Suite 1 100 
Address 
Washington OC 20001 



ENCLOSURES: 
13 Maintenance Fee payment 
El Statement why maintenance fee was no paid timely 

B Surcharge under 37 CFR 1,20{i)0) (fee for filing the maintenance tee petition) 
□ 



(Pago 3 of 4) 
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BANNER & fllTCOFF 



@ 007/013 



PTO/SB/$5(1CMW) 
Approvod lor us© throng 12/31/2002. QMS 06 5 1-00 18 
Potnnt and Twdonrwk Otllce; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Unou* Iho Pnponwrtt Roduewn *a 0* 1TOS, oo pofconc tiro roqulrod to ror4»ndlon edtecttan d Womwtioniirfoas ti dhplays o vaOd OMD centred number. 



37 CFR 1.378(d) states: "Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent 
registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office, or by me patentee, the assignee, 
or other party in Interest." 



August 10, 2006 



Oate 




Signature 
Christopher R. GlembockJ 
Typed or printed name 



m 

AUG p 0 2006 



STATEMENT 

(In the space below, please provide the showing ol unavoidable delay recited In paragraph 8 above) 
Sec attached sheets. 



(Please attach additional sheets if additional space is necessary) 



(Page a of a) 
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IN THE 



824 3001 



BANNEh 8 BITCOFF 



Petition rc U.S. Patent No. 5,123.001 
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



©008/013 

RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

AUli 1 0 2005 



In re the Application of : 

Niro Nakamiclii ct al. 
Serial No.: 07/572,050 

August 23. J 990 
Disk Playback Device 



Filed 
For: 



Ally. Docket No.: 004076.000 Jft^ 



Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 
Confirmation No 



Petition to Accept Late Payment of Maintenance Fee as 
Unavoidable^ Delayed 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- 1 450 



Sir- 
Applicants hereby petition to accept the late payment of the maintenance fee as 
unavoidable^ delayed. 

1. Banner & WitcofT tracks maintenance fees through our docketing system and 
Computer Patent Annuities (CPA). Once a matter is entered into our docketing 
system, the system generates various reminders to ensure that maintenance fees 
are timely paid. 

2. U.S. Patent Application No. 07/572,050 that matured into U.S. Patent No. 
5,123.001 (the '001 Patent) was filed by the Morrison Law Firm of New York, 
New York. 

3. A Reissue of the % 00l Patent was filed on May 27, 1994 and assigned U.S. 
Application Serial No. 08/250,667 (now U.S. Serial No. 08/760,706), 

4. The attorney originally in charge of the Reissue application left the Morrison Law 
Firm to. join Banner & WitcofT, LTD. in 1997. The Reissue application was later 
transferred to Bonner & WitcofT, LTD. in March of 1998. Upon arrival at Banner 
& WitcofT, the Reissue application was assigned our reference number 
004076.73577. Once assigned a reference number, the docketing department of 
Banner . & Witcoff is able to search for the reference number based on other 



Page 1 of 4 
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BANNER & UITCOFF 



©009/013 



Petition re U.S. Patent No. 5,123,001 

information including the U.S. Serial Number or U.S. Patent Number. Prosecution 
of the Reissue application has continued under this reference number. Applicants 
last formal submission in the Reissue application was a response of October 8, 
2004 to a Quoyle Action. The undersigned requested the status of this application 
on August 8, 2005, by calling Ihe Examiner. The Examiner indicated that a Notice 
of Allowance had been prepared by not mailed. 

While the Reissue application was transferred to Banner & Witcoff; the original 
parent patent, the * 001 Patent, was not. No separate reference number was 
assigned to the *00I Patent us Banner & Witcoff was not responsible for the 
maintenance fee of the '001 Patent in March 1998. 

Subsequently, in July 1999, the assignee requested Banner & Witcoff to pay the 7 
'A year maintenance fee for the *001 Patent. While the 7 l A year maintenance fee 
was paid and the mailing address for future correspondence for the *00l Patent 
requested to be changed to Banner & Witcoff s mailing address, no separate 
matter was opened tor the 4 001 Patent, The responsibility 10 ensure that all patents 
that have future maintenance tees due (and future foreign annuity matters) rested 
on the clerk who handles renewals. The clerk responsible for opening a file 
corresponding to the '001 patent for the payment of the 1 1 Vx year maintenance 
should have but did not open a Banner & Witcoff file to handle all future 
maintenance tees for the 4 00l patent. This clerk was subsequently terminated 
from employment. 

The undersigned has checked the Banner & Witcoff firm's PTO correspondence 
log and verified that a patent expiration notice was received in July 2004 for 
failure to pay the 1 1 Vi year maintenance fee. Because the *001 Patent was not 
assigned a separate reference number by the July 2004 date, there would have 
been no Banner & Witcoff docketable entry to search for based on the expiration 
notice of the '001 Patent. There is no record of this expiration notice ever have 
been associated with the Reissue application. 

In accordance with standing procedures in the firm, the docketing staff would 
have forwarded the expiration notice to the clerk handling maintenance fees 
(different from above). The clerk should have attempted to resolve why Banner & 

Page 2 of 4 
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BANNER & WITCOFF 



©010/013 



Petition re U.S. Patent No. 5,123,001 

Witeu IT received the expiry notice for which there was no corresponding Banner 
& Witcoff reference number. The steps the clerk should hove taken but did not 
included determining the assignee, determining if other matters arc being handled 
for this a*«ignec T and timeJy bringing the expiry notice to the billing attorney in 
charge of matters for the assignee. Had the clerk performed these steps, the 1 1 Vi 
year maintenance fee would have been timely paid. The clerk who was in charge 
of maintenance fees in 2004 is no longer with the firm. 

8. The undersigned has received the Order to Show Cause of July 1 1, 2006. why to 
not terminate proceedings in the corresponding Reissue application. This Order 
was the first indication to the Undersigned and other attorneys at Banner & 
Witcoff that the Reissue application's parent (the '00! Patent) had expired. 

9. Applicants submit the failure to pay the maintenance fee was unavoidable due to 
the failures of two clerks. As shown in the attached Declaration from Janet 
Herring.. Banner & Witcoffs procedure is to timely resolve unmatched 
maintenance fee notices against known matters and clients and bring maintenance 
fee issues to the attorney responsible for the client. This procedure provides that 
the non-payment of the maintenance fee is resolved in a timely manner. 

10. At the time of these events, no specific written procedure existed for handling of 
these types of occurrences, which, to the best of the knowledge of the 
undersigned, have ever occurred before. Nonetheless, tiic general instructions to 
any clerk are and have aiways been to obtain instructions from a supervisory 
clerk. However, in view of this circumstance, our procedures are being revised to 
require clerks to obtain supervisory clerk's evaluation and advice for unmatched 
matters as occurred here. These procedures will involve at least tracking down of 
the responsible attorney and resolving the status of the matter. 

If the Petitions Examiner feels further information is required, the Petitions Examiner is 
requested to contact the undersigned so the additional information may be provided. 



Page 3 of 4 



PAGE 10113 1 RCVD AT 8/10/2008 6:45:09 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF«416 1 DNIS:2f38300* CSID:202 824 3001 1 DURATION (mnws):0M2 



08/10/2006 18:45 FAX 202 824 3001 



BANNER & UITC0FF 



©011/013 



Petition rc U.S. Patent No. 5.123,001 



Applicant hereby petitions that the maintenance fee for the *001 patent be accepted as the 
maintenance fee was not paid due to unavoidable circumstances. 

If any additional fees are required, the Director is authorized to debit our deposit account 
no. 10-0733 in the appropriate amount. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 



Dated: August 10, 2006 



By: 




Christopher R. Glcinbocki 
Reg. No. 38,800 



1001 G Street, N.W> 
Washington, DX:. 20001-4597 
Tel: (202) 824-3000 
Fax: (202) 824-3001 
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^ RECEIVED 
CEfWWl FAX CENTER 

Statement of Janet Herring AUG 1 0 2006 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the Application of: 

Niro Nakamichi ct al. 
Serial No.: 07/572,050 now USP 5,123,001 
Filed: August 23, 1990 

For: Disk Playback Device 



Ally. Docket No.: 004076.0000 1 

Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 
Confirmation No.: 



Statement of Janet Herring "^^B/l/t* 

AUr , V $0 

Commissioner for Patents v / g 

P.O. Box 1450 ^% 
Alexandria. VA 223 1 3-1 450 ^OPpt^ 

Sir: 

1, Janet Herring, stale as follows: 

1 . 1 have been employed at Banner & Witcoflf for over three years. 

2. 1 am in charge of the renewals department at Banner & Witcoff. Our department 
handles payments of maintenance fees. 

3. The firm's docketing department forwards all maintenance fee notices to our 
department, where they arc checked against our records. If a notice cannot be 
resolved, our procedure is to determine if it belongs to one of the attorneys al 
Banner & Witcoff, LTD. This procedure includes determining if other matters for 
the assignee arc being handled by the firm and bringing the expiration notice to 
the billing attorney's attention. 

1 hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief arc believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
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